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CHAPTER II.

STATE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THESE COUNTRIES, IN

THE WINTER OF THE SAME YEAR, 1648.

THE victorious return of the Huron fleet, which
had gone down to three rivers in the Spring,
and the aid received,—four of our Fathers, and

a score of Frenchmen, who fortunately arrived here
at the beginning of the month of September,— [18]
was an act of God's love over these Peoples, and the
salvation of many sonls whom he wished to prepare
for Heaven. For, finding ourselves more capable of
bearing to a greater distance the word and the name
of God,—our number being increased above the
eighteen of our Fathers who were here,— fifteen were
distributed among eleven various Missions. I felt
myself obliged to send the greater part of them with-
out other company save that of the guardian Angels
of these Peoples, having given the four newly-arrived
Fathers to serve as assistants in the most arduous
Missions, — where, while rendering some assistance,
they could at the same time learn the language of the
country.

Of these eleven Missions, eight have been for the
people of the Huron tongue, and the three others for
the Missions of the Algonquin language. Every-
where, the progress of the Faith has surpassed our
hopes,—-most minds, even those formerly most fierce,
becoming so docile, and so submissive to the preach-
ing of the Gospel, that it was sufficiently apparent that


